


Current positions 

President, Centro per la Salute del Bambino – onlus (CSB), Trieste. CSB is a NGO focussing on child health and 

development, with activities including policy and program development and implementation, operational research and 

advocacy, at both national and international level (www.csbonlus.org). Program lead, “Un villaggio per crescere” 

(funded by the Italian Fund to fight educational poverty with support from Generali THSN Foundation). The program 

(Feb 2018-Feb 2021) provides centre-based activities aimed at supporting responsive parenting and child development 

for children 0-6 and their caregivers and operates in 10 italian cities. 

PhD in Reproductive and Developmental Sciences, University of Trieste, Italy, member of PhD Collegium, lecturer and 

tutor. 

Institute for Maternal and Child Health, IRCCS “Burlo Garofolo” Trieste, Senior scientific advisor. 

UNICEF (European Office for CEE/CIS, Geneva) Early Child Development, Member of Technical Advisory Board. 

Scientific Advisor, Doctors with Africa - CUAMM. 

Scientific Advisor, Save the Children Italy. 

 
Previous positions 

From 1978 to 1980. Medical Officer, Pediatric ward, Gemona General hospital, ItaIy . 

From 1981 to 1999, Medical officer, Department of Paediatrics, University of Trieste, IRCCS Burlo Garofolo. Main 

activities: from 1978 to 1995 clinical work in the paediatric ward, then in the neonatology and intensive care unit 

combined with teaching and tutoring of paediatric residents and with clinical research; from 1995 increasing 

involvement in direction and coordination of international health activities. 

From 1999 to December 2003: “Responsabile di Struttura Dipartimentale” (Head, Unit for Health Services Research 

and International Health - WHO Collaborating Centre for Maternal and Child Health, IRCCS Burlo Garofolo, Trieste, 

Italy). From February to December, 2000, seconded to the WHO European Centre for Environment and Health, Rome 

Office, to assist in the establishment of the Children’s Health and Environment programme. 

From January to May 2004 full time consultant at the World Bank, Washington DC, Health, Education and Social 

protection. Main task: to contribute to the WB strategy “Investing in Children and Youth. 

From June 2004 to June 2009 appointed as Research Director at the Institute for maternal and Child Health, IRCCS 

“Burlo Garofolo” Trieste. The Institute is a mother and child referral hospital and a Research Institute of the Italian 

Ministry of Health (IRCCS). The staff includes approximately 780 permanent positions out of which about 80 devoted 

almost exclusively to research. The overall yearly budget was in the range of 60 million euros and the research budget 

was approximately 4.5 million euros. The Institute hosts since 1992 the WHO Collaborating Centre for Maternal and 

Child Health, which was promoted and led from its establishment until January 2004. 

 

 

 
Additional activities (international health) 

1986-1992. In charge of the technical and scientific coordination of the Mother and Child Programme in the 

Maputo Province, Mozambique. The project was financed by the Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs Aid Agency with 

an overall budget of about 6 million Euros. Activities included support to hospital care (obstetrics, neonatology 

and paediatrics), training for health personnel and operational and clinical research. 

1990 to present: WHO consultant\temporary advisor, missions at headquarters in Geneva and in the following 

countries: Benin, Pakistan, Nepal, Albania, Uzbekistan, Mozambique, Brazil, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Philippines, 

Moldova, Armenia, Slovenia, Kosovo, Laos, Camerun, Indonesia, China, Turkey. Main tasks: IMCI training, 

operational research/health system research, planning and evaluation of perinatal and child health programmes, 

children’s environmental health, assessment of quality of maternal newborn and paediatric care, development of 

paediatric clinical care guidelines, policy development. 
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2002 – 2004 part time consultant to WHO European Centre for Environment and Health, Rome, to assist in the 

preparation of the technical and scientific background for the 4th Ministerial Conference on Environment and 

Health. 

2005 (January to May) full time consultant at World Bank (Washington D.C.) for assisting in the development of 

the WB strategy “Investing in Children and Youth”). Missions in Yemen and Kossovo (MCH sit analysis, poverty 

assessment) 

2005 January to August, part-time consultant to WHO EURO for the development of the European Strategy for 

Child and Adolescent Health. 

2005-6 temporary advisor to WHO CAH (Headquarters) for policy and strategy development in children and 

adolescent health (RMNCAH Policy Compendium). 

2008 June and December, temporary advisor, UNICEF country Office in Georgia, for assistance to the 

establishment of a ECD reference centre and to a review of the nutrition policy. 

2007 April to December, co-investigator for UNICEF Regional Office for Europe (Strategic directions in health and 

nutrition aiming at accelerating achievement of MDG 4 and related objectives in the countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe and Commonwealth of Independent States). 

2009- 2014, senior health consultant for UNICEF Regional Office for CEE/CIS countries (health policy, child health 

and early child development, quality of care, home visiting). Missions to Georgia, Uzbekistan, Bulgaria, Turkey, 

Turkmenistan, participation to Technical Advisory Groups on Health and Early Childhood Development at UNICEF 

headquarters (ECD in the European Region: an overview in five countries, may 2014). Lead UNICEF consultant for 

the Maternal and Newborn Health Strategy 2015-25 in Bangladesh (November 2014 – January 2015) and for Policy 

Brief based on MICS (2015 and 2020). 

2004 to present, temporary adviser to WHO, European Office, and to WHO headquarters, for: health policy and 

health systems; quality of care; maternal, newborn and child care; early childhood development. Work done at 

country and regional level for EURO, WPRO and SEARO WHO Regional Offices. 

2010 to present, involved as coordinator or co-investigator in research projects in the area of child health for the 

European Commission (FP7 and DG SANCO) (2009 to present): European Child Health Report (2010-12, editor), 

Research Inventory for Child Health Reaserch in Europe (2011-13, co-chair WP3 on research gaps), EliNet 

(European Literacy Network, 2014-5, Executive Board Member). 

 

 

 

Teaching activities 

Senior Lecturer, International Health Programmes and Training Methodologies for Health Professionals, Mestrado 

in Saude Materno-Infantil (Instituto Materno-Infantil de Pernambuco, Recife, Brazil, 1994 to 2015). 

Senior Lecturer, Community Child Health and International Child Health, University of Trieste Medical School, 

Department of Paediatrics, 1993 to present. 

Invited Lecturer, International health, Maternal, Newborn and child Health, Universities of Padova, Firenze, 

Brescia, 2000 to present. 

Visiting professor, Instituto Materno Infantil de Pernambuco and Facultade Pernambucana de Saude, Recife, Brazil 

(1996 to 2016). 

 

 

Editorial activities 

Referee of a number of international peer reviewed journals. Among them: the Lancet, The Lancet Child and 

Adolescent Health, Archives of Diseases in Childhood, Child Develeopment Research, European Journal of Public 

Health, Public Library of Science - Medicine, BMC Paediatrics, BMC Health Services Research 

Member of the Editorial Board of : BMC Health Services Research, Revista de Saude Materno – Infantil (S.Paulo), 

Medico e Bambino (Italy, Associate Editor). 
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